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Upcoming DENA Events: 

~ Dana Estates general meeting - Wednesday, october 26, 2011 
 Guest speaker:  Neighborhood Services Specialist Suzanne Crowell 

What can the Neighborhood Services Department do for you? 
 

~ 2012 board elections - vote by Friday, November 4, 2011 
 Submit your ballot by mail, email or in person at the General Meeting 

 
DENA General Meeting 
 
The next General Meeting will be held on Wednesday evening, 
October 26th, at the Concord Permit Center Conference Room, 
located at 1950 Parkside Drive; it will start at 7:00 and last til 
~8:30pm.   

The guest speaker will be Concord Neighborhood Services 
Specialist Suzanne Crowell.  Learn about the role of 
Neighborhood Services in resolving issues in our neighborhood. 

Don't forget to bring new unwrapped toy donations for our 
Toys for Tots bin. 

 

DENA's Challenges:  People & Contributions 

Your Dana Estates Neighborhood Alliance is facing some significant challenges that could lead to its dissolution 
after 2012.  It is the last of the City's original neighborhood partnerships operating on a regular basis. 

The Chair, Secretary and Treasurer have all served three 2-year terms each and would like to 
step down.  Unfortunately, no one has shown interest in assuming their duties.  The Vice Chair 
and Area 4 Representative (Sattler/Landana area) positions remain unfilled after two years.  The 
other Area Representatives have served several one-year terms.  Efforts to find a website 
manager have been fruitless.  It is time for new people to become board members and manage 
the organization.  Our monthly board meetings are open to all interested parties; for information 
about the meeting schedule please send an email to board@danaestates.org or call Chair Phil 
Schafer @ 689-7463. 

2011 contributions, though up from 2010, will fail to cover our projected $950 expenses by almost $150. Our 
major expenses are printing 1250 copies each of the three newsletters and conducting the Dana Estates Night Out 
event.  The voluntary $10/household donations are our sole income source and are regarded as an index of 
community support. 

Success stories are our Dana Estates Night Out, Cleanup Day and newsletters.  It has also been gratifying to help 
residents find City resources for local problems.  Our traffic control efforts have been modestly successful.  
Downsides have been the poor General Meeting attendance and the low number of household donations.  The 
General Meetings rarely attract more than 20 people, many of them being former DENA board members; this must 
be frustrating for our guest speakers who have donated their time to inform you about pertinent topics.  Only 
about 70 of the 1200 Dana Estates households contribute to DENA.  Perhaps the lack of significant neighborhood 
issues is part of the problem…we should be so lucky! 

We have been blessed with many volunteers who help with the newsletter deliveries, Dana Estates Night Out and 
Cleanup Days.  

 

2012 DENA Board Election Ballot (write-ins accepted) 
 

Treasurer (2 yrs) Kaffy Cecil   Area 3 (1 yr) Colleen Geraghty  
Vice Chair (2 yrs) ?   Area 41 (1 yr) ?  
Area 1 (1 yr) Ricki Schafer   Area 5 (1 yr) La Donna Lum  
Area 2 (1 yr) Herb & Marilyn Neumann   1 Sattler/Landana/Danesta area            

 You can vote by mail, email or submission of your ballot at the October 26 General Meeting.  

All ballots must be received by Friday, November 4, 2011. 

  

http://www.danaestates.org/


Excitement at the 2011 Dana Estates Night Out 

June's Dana Estates Night Out, held on the grassy area of the Dana Plaza Shopping Center, was full of information and 

entertainment and attracted over 300 people to the annual event.  The winner of the Dana Plaza scavenger hunt received four 

baseball game tickets, courtesy of the Oakland A's.  DENA thanks the Dana Plaza businesses 

(Cinco de Mayo, Fitness 19, Marcelloôs Pizza, Starbucks, and Yogurt Peak), the Clayton Road 

Dairy Queen, REI, Safeway (Denkinger), Safeway (Willow Pass), and Trader Joe's (Concord Ave.) 

for the wonderful prizes they provided. 

A big DENA thanks also goes to those who volunteered to help with the games and cake walks.  

Sandy Rigor, Helen Baumgartner, Edi Birsan, Laurie Barnes, Cindy Sartorius, Jeanette Mashore, 

Sarah Geraghty, Barbara Villareal, Loretta Whitehurst, and Olga made this year's games the best 

ever.  Also greatly appreciated was the use of the Dana Plaza grassy area, yogurt sundaes and the 

jumpy house which were donated by Dana Plaza Property Manager Carla Hilton. 

The entertainment was extraordinary. There was an exceptional police dog demonstration by Concord Police Departmentôs 

K9 Ben and Officer Sansen, who said ñIt was our pleasure to be out there ï these dogs work for the community and love their 

jobs.  We just hold the leash for them!ò  This was followed by an exciting martial arts demonstration performed by students 

from Leeôs Kung Fu Academy. 

The 23 service organizations in attendance were very excited about our event that has grown by leaps and bounds. It is not 

only a time to meet your neighbors but to also learn how we, in our small way, can help the community.  Joan Tomasini of 

the Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano said ñThank you for the wonderful event, we always enjoy being a part of it.  

Several people asked about volunteer opportunities and we collected 57 pounds of food, just icing on the cake. Thank you 

again." 

Notable visitors were Concord's Mayor Laura Hoffmeister, City Manager Daniel Keen and Police Chief Guy Swanger; they 

were impressed with how our neighborhood comes together for this event.   

See you all next June for the 2012 Dana Night Out! 

 

Cleanup Day Dumpsters fill quickly! 

 The July 11 Cleanup Day saw eight debris boxes all in place by 8:30 this year, a significant 
improvement over previous years.  After a slow start, all were filled by 12:00. 

This year's box monitors were:  Dick Allen, Jerry Bohm, Marian Boston, Kaffy Cecil, Ananth and 
Shwetha Channayeer, Paul Chossier, Liz Gibbs, John Lane, Encho Lejano, La Donna Lum, Scott 
Martin, Appa Rao Metta, Joann Pitt, Ricki Schafer, and Scott Smith.  Thanks to all of you for 
getting involved in this very popular function! 

 

VIEW FROM THE CHAIRééPhil Schafer 
 
DENA's 11

th
 year is almost done. It continues to be cited by City officials as the "Gold Standard" for 

neighborhood partnerships. 

This is not by accident!  Our Board members and volunteers work hard to prepare & deliver the 3 

newsletters; recruit merchant door prize donations, organize activities and run the Dana Estates Night 

Out (DENO); organize and oversee the Cleanup Day.   

As you have read earlier, there are significant concerns about the DENA's future.   Are you ready to 

become involved? 
 

201 1 Toys for Tots! 

Itís not too early to request donations for êTOYS FOR TOTSë for the 2011 holidays!  Dana 
Estates residentsí support for the 2010 program was very successful and much 
appreciated.  Letís do it again and make our contribution even bigger!!! 

Please bring a new unwrapped toy for a child to the October 26th DENA General Meeting.  If 
you can't attend the meeting, toys can be dropped off at Mitchellís Contra Costa Travel, 
located at 2227 Willow Pass Road in downtown Concord, M-F from 9am-4:30pm.  All toys 
must be received by December 2nd.  They will be picked up by U.S. Marines for distribution to 
needy children.  

 

2011 DENA Board Members:  Chair: Phil Schafer, Vice Chair: Open, Secretary: Doreen Schwynoch, Treasurer: 

Kaffy Cecil, Area 1 Rep: Ricki Schafer, Area 2 Reps:  Herb & Marilyn Neumann, Area 3 Rep: Colleen Geraghty, 

Area 4 Rep: Open, Area 5 Rep: La Donna Lum 

 
 HOW TO REACH US  By Mail:  Dana Estates Neighborhood Alliance - P.O. Box 299, Concord CA 94520 

By Email:  board@danaestates.org 

The Dana Estates Neighborhood Alliance is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

Please help support DENA with a $10/Household donation 

mailto:board@danaestates.org

